EL PAÍS DEL MIEDO

(THE COUNTRY OF FEAR)

Synopsis

Carlos, a peaceful man, looks how his quiet life is shaken when Marta, a girl aged 13, irrupts in it and starts to extort him. Unable to defend himself, he becomes involved in a series of distressing situations that lead to a disproportionate response.
The country of fear digs into our worst fears and how they may and up becoming the source of different forms of domination. Such fears can lead us to accept overprotective behaviour. 
Synopsis
(extended version)

Carlos, Sara and their son Pablo are an average middle-class family who lead a quiet and peaceful life in a small town. All of a sudden, the house gets repeatedly burgled. This event breaks up the tranquility of their lives and causes them much distress.

Naima, their domestic worker from Morocco, becomes the main suspect of all the burglaries and Sara, convinced of Naima's guiltiness, fires her. A few days later, burglaries start again. 

Pablo's parents find out that their teenage son is to blame. A girl from school is bullying him. 

They decide to report the situation to the school principal but he seems unable to provide a solution. Carlos tries to protect his son from the bully but, for different reasons, he ends up acting so mistakenly that he becomes a victim of his own fears. Anxiety, frustration and shame force Carlos not tell anyone. Father and son are both silent accomplices of such a painful and shameful situation.

Carlos's cowardice intensifies the young bully's dominating behaviour. Being an underage also makes her more invulnerable.

Carlos's brother-in-law is a boastful, quarrelsome local police officer. After thinking it over, Carlos decides to let him know and ask for his advice. Despite laughing at Carlos's lack of courage, the police officer offers to help. 
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Biography

In 1982 he began his training in Madrid as a theatre actor, the city where years later he founded the Sala Cuarta Pared. Since 1994 he has been producer of the Iberian cinema festival, a project which he combines with the production and direction of an audio-visual production and training centre.

He has produced various short fiction films in 35mm. Si tu supieras by Curro Velazquez; La Cigüeña by Irene Cardona; Gentuza by Javier Betolaza and full length documentaries like Escuela Viva by Julian Pavón; Aldeia da luz by Ramon Rodriguez; La batalla de Badajoz and Después de la Batalla by Irene Cardona; and Repare Bem: Los ojos de Bacuri by Maria de Medeiros.

He has written short films as Gentuza, Parentesis, and El Nacimiento del Spaghetti. He has directed Jackpot and El Coto.

A fiance for Yasmina (Un novio para Yasmina) by Irene Cardona, was his first full length fiction film as a producer. The country of fear (El país del miedo) is his first feature length fiction film as writer and director.
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