
 

Press Kit 
Logline: A newly hired barista meets the man of her dreams on the street and instinctively lies about 
what is paying the bills, but things turn awkward when she discovers his favorite coffee shop is also 
where she works. 

 

JOE is a New York romantic comedy about where the haves and have nots meet. It’s about coffee shop 
culture, and where people of all walks of life find the middle ground together, but also explores what 
would happen if the regulars the barista’s serve daily actually intertwined private lives beyond the daily 
“double espresso” orders.  The team has produced a pilot and has a bible for a full series.   

 
Screenings 

Newport Beach Film Festival 4/29/18 
Hang onto Your Shorts Film Festival 4/22/18 

 Sedona International Film Festival 3/1/18, 3/2/18 
 

Who’s Who 

SHARA ASHLEY ZEIGER (Actor/Screenwriter/Producer): Originally from Philly, but living in NYC, Shara 
is the founding artistic director of The Platform Group in NYC where she produces her work in film 
and Off-Broadway theatre. Shara is also the playwright behind "Roughly Speaking" her critically 
acclaimed play with rap about the homeless she was also in that ran in NYC Fall 2016. It was hailed 
by Broadwaybox as one of the top 6 plays to see after the election (included with Hamilton & Sweat) 
and one of the top 6 shows to see with a limited run by Playbill. It is now in development with 
Rhymes Over Beats and Patrick Blake for an Off-Broadway run in 2020. He play "The Dark Place" 
was part of the Emerging Artist Theater's New Works Festival in 2014. She is also the screenwriter 
behind shorts "Tupperware Party" (produced by Orange is the New Black's Miriam Morales), "The 
Red Lotus" (New Hope Film Festival 2018) and "Faustess" (The Grove Film Festival & New 
Filmmakers Festival NY). Shara devises new works with students through The Queens Theatre, and 
as a company member with Hivemind Collective. She's a reader for The O'Neill Theater Center's 
National Playwrights Conference, and sits on the board for NY's Educational Theater Association. 
Shara is alum of Ithaca College, The O'neill Center's National Theater Institute, The Upright Citizens 
Bridage, Studio 5, and AGR. As a performer Shara's done work on camera with ABC, MTV, VH1, 
Spike TV, National geographic, CollegeHumor, and with many festival running films including 
"Aphasia" (Tribeca/Cannes/Palm Springs) "Gasp!" (Claremont-Ferrand, Chicago International Film 
Festival), "High Deny" (Buffalo Niagra Film Festival), and "Girl Clown" (Big Apple Film Festival). 
Shara has a small role in the upcoming feature "Weight" starring Randy Quaid and Kathy Najimy. 
She recently had roles on the new Tracy Morgan Show "The Last O.G." on TBS and on "Bull" on 
CBS. Shara was in the National Tour of Imaginary Invalid, and has worked at many theaters Off-
Broadway and regionally. 



KAYE TUCKERMAN (Director): Originally from Sydney, Australia, Kaye has carved a niche 
internationally as a sought after director, performer, and designer. Her performing career has seen 
her headline some of the worlds biggest stage productions. Highlights include: Les Miserables, The 
Boy From Oz, Mamma Mia!, she has performed at Madison Square Garden for the NBA, and 
alongside Jennifer Hudson and the Dropkick Murphys with the Boston Pops. Won multiple awards 
for her solo performances, and can be seen onscreen in 'The Matrix', Netflix 'The Characters', 
Network USA 'Royal Pains', as well as many shorts, web series and independent features. As a 
designer based in Nairobi, Kenya, she has been nominated for an African Academy Award for her 
work on 'From a Whisper', other work can be seen in campaigns such as Nike Write the Future (Dir. 
Alejandro González Iñárritu, Cinematographer. Emmanuel 'Chivo' Lubezki) and Nokia Sub Saharan 
Africa (Dir. Steve McCurry), features such as 'I am Slave', and numerous documentaries for 
Discovery, National Geographic and Raw TV. Gaining her degree at the Western Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts (Alumni Hugh Jackman), and directing qualifications at the prestigious 
National Institute of Dramatic Art - Sydney (Alumni Cate Blanchett), Kaye was the Creative 
Producer/Director of The Australian Dance Awards for numerous years, Creative Director for Inglot 
NYC directing and designing multiple photo shoots, and fashion events, Casting Associate for 
Disney's The Lion King' (Australia), and Casting Director for Sydney Dance Company. She has 
directed multiple theater productions throughout Australia and Asia, and most recently has directed 
the short films: 'American Assault', 'Choice', 'Famousland', 'Over the Window', 'JOE'. Kaye's next 
major project is performing in a new musical directed by Des McAnuff at La Jolla Playhouse, she is 
currently writing her first feature film, and looking forward to future collaborations with powerhouse 
filmmakers. 

 

SAMANTHA PYRA (Cinematographer): 2016 Tribeca Film Festival, Games & Media Summit for 
Directorial Debut (Winner of Runner up: "Mysteries in NYC" Interactive Film), 2017 Grove Film 
Festival ("Lou"), 2017 Women's Only Entertainment Film Festival( Winner of Best Comedy:"With you 
for Life"), 2015 Brooklyn Web Fest (Winner of Audience Award "Sensitive"), 2015 Chain Film 
Festival ("59 Days in New York"), 2015 Katra Film Series ("59 Days in New York"), 2014 Brooklyn 
Girls Film Fest ("No Method 

 

BETHANY TAYLOR (Actor): From Ohio, but living in NYC, most recently she won Best Actress at the 
2017 Grove Film Festival for her lead role in 'Taking in Quinn'. Film: Feeling Fleeting (executive 
producer), If Only For a Moment (Cannes Short Film Corner), Gwendolyn (Hoboken International 
Film Festival), Surviving the Outbreak. Bethany is also the co producer/writer/ and star of the sketch 
comedy series 'Catmagic' with Zoe Farmingdale. 

 

SEAN MACLAUGHLIN (Actor):  Broadway/National Tour credits include Raoul in The Phantom of the 
Opera, Juan Peron in Evita, Elton John’s Lestat, Andrew Lloyd Webber’s The Woman In White and 
Bombay Dreams. Other select NY and Regional credits include Transport Groups Productions of 
The Audience,Requiem for William, and Baby: in Concert; South Pacific: In Concert at Carnegie 
Hall; Grand Hotel, Follies and More at Signature Theatre in DC; The Sondheim Celebration: Merrily 
We Roll Along at the Kennedy Center; Museum of Broken Relationships at The O'Neil and Gumbo at 
Yale Rep. Film includes HBO’s Something the Lord Made, The King, The Spectrum,and Joe 

 

AMANDA BRUTON (Actor): Amanda recently shot roles on a new Marvel series for Netflix, Amazon's 
The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, Billions, and HBO's High Maintenance. She currently stars in her own 
comedic web series, Confessions by Connie, featured on Stareable.com and an Official Selection in 
the NYC Indie Film Festival and the WRPN.TV Short, Tight, and Loose Festival. 



J.J. PHILLIPS (Actor):  J.J. hails from Texas, but lives in NYC. credits include Nashville on ABC, 
Revolution on NBC, and The Affair on Showtime. J.J. can also be seen with Vin Diesel and Paul 
Walker in Furious Seven, and will be next seen in Untouchable with Bryan Cranston and Kevin Hart. 

AMANDA DAMRON: (Actor):  Amanda is from Philadelphia. Recently she starred in the film "If Only for 
a Moment" (Cannes Short Film Corner 2017). She is a devised theatre maker who has been a 
performer/creator with the Obie Award winning Pig Iron Theatre Company (99 Breakups), Swim 
Pony (Lady M; Purr,Pull Reign), and Brat Productions (Eye-95; Grease; Grease and Desist; Three 
Chord Fiction). She also played Gena in the Philadelphia premiere of Leslye Headland's 
Bachelorette with Luna Theatre Company. She is the singer of the dance-punk band GANG, and 
has shared the stage with The B-52s, Lil' Kim, Peaches, Marina and the Diamonds, Clap Your 
Hands Say Yeah, and The Dead Milkmen. 

 

VIN SCIALLA (Actor):  Vin shot co-stars roles on The Deuce, The Jim Gaffigan Show, Power, L&O 
SVU, and The Blacklist. 

 

 

 

Production Stills 
 

 

 

 

STRONG WOMEN 
Joe was made by a strong team of women! We have a female producer, screenwriter, director, 

cinematographer, and assistant director!  



 

Contact 

For Press: Shara Ashley Zeiger 

215-833-4914 

SharaAshleyZeiger@gmail.com 

www.theplatformgroup.org/JOE 

@platformgroup #JoetheRomCom 


