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Synopsis / Résumé: 
 
The establishment of the art of classical ballet in Egypt under the auspices of the 
state during the Cold War is at the heart of an extraordinary saga, narrated here 
by its first pioneers. Prima ballerina Magda Saleh and fellow dancers recall the 
founding of the first national ballet school, staffed with Soviet teachers - the early 
triumphs, collapse and renewed hopes over five decades. 
 
La création d’un corps de ballet classique en Egypte sous les auspices de l’Etat 
durant la Guerre Froide est au coeur d’une extraordinaire saga racontée ici par ses 
principaux pionniers. La danseuse étoile Magda Saleh et sa troupe de l’époque se 
remémorent un demi-siècle d’histoire, depuis la fondation de la première école 
nationale de ballet avec des professeurs russes à ses premiers triomphes, son 
déclin et enfin son renouveau actuel. 
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Festivals:  
• 38th Cairo International Film Festival (15 - 24 November 2016) - Panorama 

section  
• 2nd New York International Film Festival® (9 - 11 December 2016) 
• 9th FreeNetWorld (15 - 18 December 2016)  
• 15th Dhaka International Film Festival (12 - 20 January 2017) - Cinema of 
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Directors Bio – Hisham Abdel Khalek:  
http://hishamabdelkhalek.com 
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm2165198/ 
 
Hisham Abdel Khalek is an Egyptian film producer, director and scriptwriter who 
lives in Paris, France. He produced and directed films, opera and theater plays. In 
2002, he was involved in the production of opera “Aida” in Doha, Qatar and “Aida” 
under the pyramids of Giza (Egypt) as the artistic director. He produced a series 
of operas and classic music concerts in Egypt, Syria, Dubai, France, Netherlands 
and other countries. His operatic repertoire includes 20 operas ranging from Aida, 
Tosca, Carmen, Rigoletto, La Traviata, La Boheme to Turandot. In 2008, he co-
founded with Olivier Delesse their French production and distribution company 
“So Freakantastik”. Hisham Abdel Khalek was the European distributor and PR 
responsible for Al Arabia Cinema the biggest cinema group in Egypt. In 2014, he 
co-founded with Olivier Delesse their New York production company “H & O 
Productions”. Proud Member of SDC. 
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